
 
 
 

Lapbooking  
through  
Biology 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Created by Paige Hudson 



Lapbooking through Biology 
 

 Lapbooking through Biology is a unique and versatile program that leads you through a 
survey of animals, the human body and plants using lapbooks to document the journey.  It is 
designed to be a gentle approach to the classical education cycle for science.   Lapbooking through 
Biology can be used as a stand-alone science program for K-2nd grade or in conjunction with one of 
the other Biology programs offered by Elemental Science for an older student. 
 
What is included in this program: 
 Lapbooking through Biology includes a reading plan broken up into weekly lessons.  There 
are 18 lessons on animals, 2 lessons on animal habitats, 10 lessons on the human body and 6 
lessons on plants.  The reading assignments are broken into two level, younger students (K-2nd 
grade) and older students (3rd-5th grade).  This program also includes plans for 4 lapbooks to 
coordinate with what has been read.  Finally all the templates and pictures you need are included in 
this guide.   
 
How to use this program: 

Each lesson is designed to be completed over one week.  The lessons contain 2-4 reading 
assignments from the selected books.  You can choose to break the readings up over the week or do 
all the readings at one time during the week.  If you are using this program with an older student 
you can choose to have them read the assigned pages on their own or to read the pages with them.  
After you complete the reading assignment, have your student give you a one to two sentence 
narration about what you read for their lapbook.  This can simply be what they found most 
interesting about the animal or something new they learned from the reading.  You can choose to 
write the sentences for them or have them copy them into the mini-book.  If you using this program 
with an older student have them do all their own writing.  Have your student color the related 
picture on the mini-book.  Once the book is complete, glue it into their lapbook using the overview 
sheet as a guide. 

If you are using Lapbooking for Biology alongside of Biology for the Grammar Stage, you 
have two options for using this program.  First you can use the lapbooks in place of the student 
notebook for the narrations.  As your student gives their narrations each day, write them down in 
the lapbook instead of on the narration pages in the student notebook.  Your second option is to use 
the lapbooks for review on Day 5 of your week.  At the end of the week simply have your student 
read back over their narrations from the week and choose their favorite parts to write in their 
lapbook after they color the picture. 
 
Coordinating Resources: 
 The following programs are sold separately from Elemental Science.  They coordinate 
with Lapbooking Through Biology and are designed to enhance your study of Biology. 
 Biology for the Grammar Stage:  

Biology for the grammar stage includes a 20 week study of animals, a 10 week study 
of the human body, and a 6 week study of plants. It contains plans for ongoing projects, 
relevant experiments and narrations with pictures.  The teacher’s guide is easily laid out, all 
you need to do is gather the books and supplies for the week. The student workbook 



contains all the pages you will need for your student.   
 Nature Studies in Biology:  

This program will lead you and your student through discovering the field of 
biology in nature.  It gives you a plan for weekly outdoor time, science journaling and 
additional readings and activities that coordinate with what the student has been observing 
outdoors.   

 
Final Thoughts: 

As the author and publisher of this curriculum I encourage you to contact me with any 
questions or problems that you might have concerning Lapbooking through Biology at 
info@elementalscience.com.  I will be more than happy to answer them as soon as I am able.  
You may also get additional help at the Elemental Science yahoo group.   I hope that you will 
enjoy creating memories using Lapbooking through Biology! 
 
  



Copyright Page 
 

All contents copyright © 2010 by Elemental Science. All rights reserved. 
 

No part of this document or the related files may be reproduced or transmitted in any form, 
by any means (electronic, photocopying, recording, or otherwise) without the prior written 

permission of the author.  The author does give permission to the original purchaser to 
photocopy all templates and other supplemental material in this guide for use within their 

immediate family only. 
 

Limit of Liability and Disclaimer of Warranty: The publisher has used its best efforts in 
preparing this book, and the information provided herein is provided "as is." Elemental 

Science makes no representation or warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness 
of the contents of this book and specifically disclaims any implied warranties of 

merchantability or fitness for any particular purpose and shall in no event be liable for any 
loss of profit or any other commercial damage, including but not limited to special, 

incidental, consequential, or other damages. 
 

Trademarks: This book identifies product names and services known to be trademarks, 
registered trademarks, or service marks of their respective holders. They are used 

throughout this book in an editorial fashion only. In addition, terms suspected of being 
trademarks, registered trademarks, or service marks have been appropriately capitalized, 

although Elemental Science cannot attest to the accuracy of this information. Use of a term 
in this book should not be regarded as affecting the validity of any trademark, registered 

trademark, or service mark. Elemental Science is not associated with any product or vendor 
mentioned in this book. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Books & Materials List 
 

Books Scheduled: 
The following are the books that I used while planning the reading assignments for this 

curriculum.   
 
Younger Students 
 Kingfisher First Encyclopedia of Animals (ISBN-13: 978-0753459225) 
 Habitat books (you can check these books out of the library or choose your own) 

-A Desert Habitat (Introducing Habitats) by Kelley Macaulay and Bobbie Kalman 
-A Grassland Habitat (Introducing Habitats) by Kelley Macaulay and Bobbie 
Kalman 
-A Forest Habitat (Introducing Habitats) by Bobbie Kalman 
-The Arctic Habitat (Introducing Habitats) by Molly Aloian and Bobbie Kalman 

 DK First Human Body Encyclopedia 
 Plant Parts (Life of Plant Series) 
 
Older Students 
 DK Encyclopedia of Animals 
 Usborne Internet-linked Encyclopedia of Science 

 
However you could certainly use the encyclopedia’s you already have on hand or books 
from the library.  Simply look up the topic assigned for the day.  Then read about it and 
complete the section in your lapbook. 

 
I chose not to include a list of other resources because every library is different and 

books frequently go out of print.  If you want to supplement this curriculum with other 
books by all means, do!  I highly recommend the Let’s Read and Find Out Series for this 
age group.  Also, your local librarian is an excellent resource and can point you in the 
direction of some excellent books about the subjects studied.   

 
Additional Materials Needed: 
 The following materials will be needed to complete the lapbook projects. 

 10 sheets of  8 ½ by 11 cardstock or 5 file folders 
 Colored pencils or crayons 
 Markers for decorating the cover 
 Glue stick 
 Scissors 
 Stapler  

 
 



Overview of Study 
 

Habitat Lapbook (2 lessons on animal habitats) 
 Desert 
 Grasslands 
 Forest 
 Arctic 

 
Animal Lessons (18 lessons on animals) 
 Mammals—24 animals  
 Birds—12 animals  
 Reptiles & Amphibians—6 animals  
 Fish—3 animals  
 Invertebrates—5 animals 
 Insects—4 animals  

 
Human Body Lessons (10 lessons on the human body) 
 Basic Building Blocks 
 Skeletal System 
 Muscular System 
 Nervous System 
 Senses  
 Circulatory System 
 Respiratory System 
 Digestive System 
 Urinary System 
 Immune System 

 
Plants Lessons (6 lessons on plants) 
 Leaves    
 Flowers   
 Fruit/seeds  
 Nuts/cones/spores 
 Stems   
 Roots 

 
 

 
 
 



Plants Reading Assignments 
 

Younger Students 
All reading assignments are from the Plant Parts (Life of Plants Series).  Read the selected 

pages then color the pictures and add your student’s narration sentence to the mini-book. 
 
Lesson 1: Leaves 
 Leaves pg. 6-9, Needles & Spine pg. 10-11 
Lesson 2: Flowers 

Buds pg. 12-13, Flowers pg. 14-15, Kinds of Flowers pg.16-17 
Lesson 3: Fruit/Seeds 
 Fruit pg.18-19, Why plants have fruit pg. 20-21, Seeds pg. 22-23  
Lesson 4: Nuts/Cones/Spores 
 Nuts pg. 24-25, Cones pg. 26-27, Spores pg. 28-29 
Lesson 5: Stems 

Stems pg. 30-31, Trunks & Branches pg. 32-33, Bark pg. 34-35 
Lesson 6: Roots 
 Roots pg. 36-37, Kinds of Roots pg. 38-39 
 

Older Students 
All reading assignments are from the Usborne Internet-Linked Science Encyclopedia.  Read 

the selected pages then color the pictures and add your student’s narration sentence to the mini-
book. 
 
Lesson 1: Leaves 
 Leaves pg. 258-259, Leaf Structure pg. 260-261 
Lesson 2: Flowers 

Flowering Plants pg. 270-273 
Lesson 3: Fruit/Seeds 

Seeds & Fruit pg. 274 (can also read more about Seeds & Fruit pg. 276-277) 
Lesson 4: Nuts/Cones/Spores 

Nuts/Cones pg. 275, Flowerless Plants pg 282-283  
Lesson 5: Stems 

Stems pg 252, Older Plants (trees) pg. 256-257 
Lesson 6: Roots 

Roots pg. 253 (can also read more about Fluid Movement pg. 262-263) 
 
 

  

 
 
 

In the actual program, there are reading  
lessons for each of the six weeks 



Plants Lapbook 
  

You will need 2 sheets of cardstock or one file folder.  Begin by taping the two sheets 
together on the longest edge, to look like this… 
 

Inside 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outside (shaded area is where the tape is) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Overall Directions: 
 For each mini-book have the student color the pictures.  Then write their narration 
sentences for your student or have them copy it on the inside of the mini-book.  Finally glue 
in the mini-books and poems.  You can use the cover template provided or allow your 
student to decorate the cover as they choose. 
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By:_________ 

 
 
 
 

 
Kinds of 
Flowers 

Parts of a 
Flower poem 

 
Leaves 

 
Fruit 

 

Parts of 
Flower 

 

Types of 
Seeds 

 
Parts of a 
Seed 

 
Parts of a Plant  
 Flap Book 

Parts of a Plant poem  
 
 

In the actual program, this area shows you  
where to place each of your mini-books 
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Templates for Plants Lapbook-Lessons 2  
(Cut along the solid lines) 

Color the pictures and add your student’s narration to the flowers tab of the parts of plants book. 
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Pictures of a Completed Plant Lapbook 
 

 
 

 



Pictures of a Completed Plant Lapbook 
 

 

 
 

 




